Letter Back Home

To be used after Chapter 11 
Task: Your charge is to pretend to be a character from the book. You have to write a letter to someone back home. Your purpose is to include several elements from the book to demonstrate you understand what life was like and the era in general. Think about the book, use your study guides to help and remember the movie "Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam." All of these resources prove your understanding and make your letter seem real. 

REQUIREMENTS: 
· Describe what Vietnam is like -- USE THE BOOK 

· Describe what the Army is like -- USE THE BOOK 

· Describe your situation -- USE THE BOOK 

· Use jargon or lingo from the war (Willy Peter, LZ) -- USE THE BOOK 

· Be sure it is school-safe ($#&*) Also, someone like Richie wouldn't swear, so don't have him doing that. Plus, most of the guys wouldn’t drop the F word in a letter to their mothers. Yes, I know there is a ton of swearing in the book, but you’re still writing this for class and I don’t like swearing. 

· Ask what is going on back home and how people are doing

· Write it in present tense

Sign and date your letter as your character's name.

The Letter to Vietnam
This is a little more difficult because you have to fabricate some information as you write. In your letter back to the person in Vietnam, you should include the following:

· responses to what they wrote about 

· mention what is happening with people back home (old flames, friends, co-workers, family) 

· mention what is going on in the newspapers or on television (here are a few examples) 

· civil rights movement 

· draft burnings 

· protests 

· segregation 

· President, other government official, etc.) 

Your letter can be creative, yet it should remain appropriate.

______________________________________________________________________________

Grading Rubric:
	Letter Back Home 

3 = excellent, met requirements 2 = met the requirements, but needed a little TLC yet 
1 = deviated far from the expectation 

	Language & Jargon 
	 
	 
	 

	Describing Vietnam 
	 
	 
	 

	Describing the Army 
	 
	 
	 

	Describe Character Situation 
	 
	 
	 

	Life Back Home 
	 
	 
	 

	Conventions (spelling, grammar) 
	 
	 
	 

	Total: _________ / 18 
	 
	 
	 

	Letter to Vietnam

3 = excellent, met requirements 2 = met the requirements, but needed a little TLC yet 
1 = deviated far from the expectation 

	Responses
	 
	 
	 

	What’s Happening at Home 
	 
	 
	 

	On the News
	 
	 
	 

	Conventions (spelling, grammar) 
	 
	 
	 

	Total: _________ / 12
	 
	 
	 


TOTAL POINTS _______ / 30
