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Chapters 1-5

Chapter 1

1. What point of view is this novel written in?

2. What is the setting as the novel begins?

3. Why is the narrator going to Nam?

4. How does he feel about going to Nam?

5. What year are these soldiers entering the war?  

6. Who is Peewee?

Chapter 2

1. Why didn’t Richie go to college?

2. Who is Kenny?

3. Why did Richie want to win the basketball tournament so much?

4. How does Peewee feel about the army?

5. Who is Rings?

6. Why is he called “Rings”?

7. What did Perry and Peewee hear about the war from the Spec Four and the Italian?

8. What is one thing the men learn at orientation? 
9. What is “Charlie”?

10. What are other names for the enemy?

11. Why did Peewee join the army?

12. Why do you think Peewee wanted to make a “spit” pact with Perry?

Chapter 3

1. Why was there a net over the truck?

2. Why did Perry, Peewee, Jenkins and Johnson have to wait until morning to fly out to Alpha Company?

3. Why is Johnson in the army?

4. What does it mean to be an observer in life?

5. According to Mrs. Liebow, what separates heroes from humans?  Do you agree with her?

6. What was Perry’s first mission?

7. What happened to Perry’s knee?

8. What happened to Jenkins?

Chapter 4

1. How did Jenkins’s death affect Perry?

2. Why does Lieutenant Carroll call Jenkins and “angel warrior”?

3. How does Peewee treat the VC who was brought in for questioning?
4. What did Perry learn about himself on the way to Chieu Hoi?

5. What is the ARVN?

6. Who is AnLinh?

7. What did Lobel rename AnLinh?

8. What did Peewee buy from the Vietnamese for $2.00?

9. What does Simpson tell Peewee and the guys about Captain Stewart?

Chapter 5

1. What happened to Peewee from drinking the wine?

2. What is a Molotov Cocktail?

3. Why do you think Myers (the author) spends so much time describing the everyday activities of the soldiers like eating breakfast and lunch and watching movies?

4. Why are the men rushing to the choppers?  What is their mission?

5. What is the mood created in this scene of the chopper ride?

6. What would you say to Perry’s last thought in the chapter?

Chapters 6-9

Chapter 6

1. What did Perry and Lobel have to watch for on guard duty?

2. What does Lobel say about movies?  

3. Why did Perry let a bug crawl on his hand for a while?

4. Why does Lobel want a girlfriend?

5. What was Carroll’s response for why they were fighting in Nam?

6. Simpson’s response?

7. Brunner’s response?

8. Walowick’s response?

9. Lobel’s response?
10. Perry’s response?
11. Why did Monaco start firing his weapon?

12. Why wouldn’t Perry’s gun fire?

13. How does Perry feel about the killing of the VC?

Chapter 7

1. Why was Perry depressed?

2. What was the difference when Jenkin’s was killed from when the VC was killed?

3. What is the difference between Richie and Kenny?

4. Why did sergeant from Charlie Company refuse to go on patrol?

5. How did Captain Stewart handle the fight between Walowick and Johnson?

6. Why is Peewee sending a letter to Earlene?

7. What does Perry feel guilty about?

Chapter 8

1. What is the mission Perry goes on with Charlie Company?

2. Describe what happens after they hit the LZ.

3. How did Doyle end up in Nam?

4. How did you feel as the medics were tagging the American soldiers?

5. What do you think of Monaco’s reacting to what happened?

6. Why couldn’t Perry sleep?

7. What does being in Nam make you do?

Chapter 9

1. Why did Brew’s praying bother Perry?

2. Why was everybody interested in the pacification mission?

3. Why does Simpson say it’s not so bad for the kids?

4. What did the soldiers have to convince the South Vietnamese?

5. How was Johnson different than Perry first thought?

6. Why was Lobel upset by the letter he received from his father?

7. Why did Perry almost cry for his brother?

8. What question is Perry uncomfortable about?

9. What bad news did they get?

10. What is their new mission going to be?

Chapters 10-16

Chapter 10

1. How did the VC pop up without passing by anyone?

2. How did they respond to the fear they were feeling?

3. What was Carroll compared to when he was being handed up into the chopper?

4. Why couldn’t the medics find Carroll’s wound?

Chapter 11

1. How did Carroll’s death differ from Jenkins’ for the soldiers?

2. How do you feel about the death of Carroll?

3. What does Perry say the army seems to be about?

4. How did Lobel feel about Carroll’s death?

5. How was Nam different now?

Chapter 12

1. How does Brunner feel about people who burn their draft cards?

2. How does Monaco feel about people who burn their draft cards?

3. What did Perry realize about standing alone after Brew’s confession about wanting to go to Canada?

4. What are “sappers”?

5. What does Captain Stewart tell the men after the rocket attack?

6. Why is Simpson upset with Captain Stewart?

7. What does Perry say about home after Johnson says, “Wish I was anyplace I could call home”?

8. What conclusion does Johnson come to about the meaning of Vietnam?

Chapter 13

1. According to Peewee, what is combat all about?
2. What is the rumor going around?

3. What was Captain Stewart’s response to this rumor?

4. What was the difference between how Perry and Kenny love Mama?

5. What is the difference between the NVA and the Vietcong?

6. What did Perry compare the artillery fire to?

7. What was happening all the way from Saigon to north by the DMZ?

8. What is wrong with Walowick after he comes back?

9. Why does Simpson want Perry and Monaco to keep their eyes on Gearhart?

10. How does Peewee feel about Gearhart?

11. What is a claymore?
12. What did Perry forget to do before getting into position?

13. Describe the events that happened when the flare went off.

14. What happened when Walowick got on the chopper?

15. Who was dead by the time they got back to camp?

16. How did Perry have the claymore facing before the Vietcong turned it around?

Chapter 14

1. Why was Perry thinking that it was better that the new guy is the one who died?

2. Describe the letter Monaco got.

3. Why didn’t Walowick vote for or against Monaco getting married?

4. What is one reason Captain Stewart want to see Perry? 
5. Who did Gearhart not think much about before Vietnam?

6. What did Major Leff say about the physical and psychological war?

7. What would it demonstrate if the VC showed up at 1800 hours?

8. What was Alpha Company supposed to do after the 173rd secured the village?

9. How did Alpha’s mission change after Gearhart got off the headset?

10. What was Perry’s response to all of the carnage around him?

11. What was Monaco’s response to all of the carnage around him?

12. What were they on the “very edge” of?

13. What were the clicks that Perry heard?

14. How did Perry react when the man was trying to kill him?

15. What were the choppers being compared to as they came in to pick up the killed and wounded?

16. What does Myers write about the chopper crews?

17. What was Perry thinking while watching the news?

18. Why did Perry want the people in the “World” to be okay?

19. Where is “the World”?

20. What happened to Peewee’s face?

21. Why do you suppose that Peewee wanted to grow a moustache?

Chapter 15

1. What would the men have to do if they got incoming mortar in their new hooch?

2. What had Sergeant Simpson said about the ARVN?

3. How were the patrols different now from how they had been?

4. What did Perry imagine the thing crawling on his hand was?

5. What would have happened if they had sprung the ambush when the Charlies first entered the killing zone?

6. How did Gearhart conclude there were so many Charlie?

7. What did everyone think when Simpson extended his stay?

8. How is the medic’s advice about Perry’s feet ironic?

9. What did Simpson and Stewart argue about?

10. What are punji sticks?

11. What was the mine symbol?

12. What was the mine made of?

13. What is a spider hole?

14. What was worse for Perry than the pain in his leg and his dangling wrist?

Chapter 16

1. What zipper did Perry hear?

2. How do you feel reading about the medics and Brew and Perry on the chopper?

3. What are Hogs?

4. What did the guys in the recovery ward call Perry?

5. How are things different for Judy than she thought they would be?

6. Why did Perry have trouble talking to Judy?

7. What did the chaplain say to the wounded?

Chapters 17-18

Chapter 17

1. How did Perry feel returning to his company?

2. How did Dongan, the new sergeant, change things around?

3. Why did Johnson think Brew had gone home?

4. Why doesn’t Perry want to pray?

5. According to Fr. Sontora, what can prayer do for the men?

6. What did the men learn about Dongan after the incident with the VC on guard duty?

7. What did “maximum destruction” mean?

8. What did Perry guess that “maximum destruction” meant?

9. What happened with the Vietnamese woman and her child?
Chapter 18
1. What happened first thing in the morning?

2. What was the argument at the HQ hooch about?

3. What happened as the guy who was hit came out of the tent with the medic?

4. Who was going to go up the hill first?

5. What did Peewee giving Perry the coin mean?

6. Why did Gearhart keep the men moving and out in the open?

7. Why did Monaco move off the dry spot into the paddy?
8. What had Perry heard about the Second North Vietnamese Regiment?

9. What was Stewart’s plan for getting them out of their bad position?

Chapters 19-23

Chapter 19

1. Why was Perry afraid of the dead?

2. Where were the dog tags?

3. Where was the enemy as they headed for the pick-up zone?

4. What/How did Perry say people were not supposed to be?

Chapter 20

1. Why was it hard to sleep and rest?

2. What did Walowick tell Perry after Monaco’s outburst?

3. What did Perry wish after reading Gearhart’s letter to his wife?

4. Why does Peewee say Congs aren’t people?

5. How is Peewee going to fight the next war?

6. When might the war seem right to Perry again?

7. What did Perry think about more than anything?

8. According to the report, how many VCs were killed in the last fight?

Chapter 21
1. Why was Peewee going to look up “welcher”?

2. Why did Walowick go to look up “welcher”?

3. Why was Peewee laughing at their orders?

4. Why was Lobel shaking after killing the Cong?

5. Why did they have to get Lobel back to the hooch?

Chapter 22

1. Who did the night belong to?

2. What did the spider hole feel like?

3. What was the only thing that was real to Perry?

4. Why was Monaco sitting by the tree at the pickup zone?

Chapter 23

1. Where is Peewee going?

2. Where is Monaco going?

3. Where is Perry going?

4. Why?

5. Who did Perry have looked up?

6. What happened to Judy Duncan?

7. What have you learned about Vietnam from reading this book?

1.

2.

3.

8. What is the most disturbing image in your mind from this book?

9. What do you like about this book?

10. What did you dislike about this book?

