Themes of the Novel / Seeing the Big Picture

Young soldiers engaged in combat typically undergo a personal transformation-a passage from youth to maturity, from innocence to experience. Discuss (with specific examples) how the characters went through this transformation.

  

  

  

War brings out extremes of human behavior-not only courage, loyalty, and sacrifice, but also brutality, prejudice, and arrogance. Discuss (with specific examples) how the characters went through this transformation.

  

  

  

The conditions of war bring out the true nature of what it means to be a hero. Discuss (with specific examples) how the characters cope with the reality of being a true soldier. Be able to explain why soldiers felt confusion when they could not disclose their experiences to civilians and when their society rejected or challenged their efforts.

